
Duke University 
School of Nursing



Significance of the  
Academic Dress

Academic dress had its origin in the Middle Ages. When the European universities were taking form 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, scholars were also clerics, and they adopted robes similar 
to those of their monastic orders. Caps were a necessity in drafty buildings, and copes or capes with 
hoods attached were needed for warmth. As the control of universities gradually passed from the 
church, academic costume began to take on brighter hues and to employ varied patterns in cut and 
color of gown and type of headdress.

The use of academic costume in the United States has been continuous since Colonial times, but a 
clear protocol did not emerge until an intercollegiate commission in 1893 recommended a uniform 
code. In this country, the design of a gown varies with the degree held. The bachelor’s gown is 
relatively simple with long pointed sleeves as its distinguishing mark. The gown for the master’s 
degree has an oblong sleeve with the rear part cut square and the front part with a cutaway arc. 
The most elaborate academic costume is the doctoral gown with velvet panels down the front and 
three bars of the same material across the sleeves. The velvet is usually black, but it may be a color 
designating the field of study to which the degree pertains. The gown itself, usually black like 



Dear old Duke, thy name we’ll sing,
To thee our voices raise, we’ll raise.
To thee our anthems ring
In everlasting praise.

And though on life’s broad sea,
Our fates may far us bear,
We’ll ever turn to thee,
Our Alma Mater dear.

Order of Events

	 Prelude		

	 Welcome and Introductions	��� Vincent Guilamo-Ramos, PhD, MPH, LCSW, RN, ANP-BC, 
PMHNP-BC, AAHIVS, FAAN 
Dean, School of Nursing 
Vice Chancellor for Nursing Affairs

	 Student Speaker	 Corey William Fry, DNP Graduate December 2021

	 Ruby L. Wilson Excellence 	 Michelle Hartman, DNP, RN, NP, CPNP 
	 in Clinical Practice Award	  

	 Thelma Ingles Award	 Anne L. Derouin, DNP, APRN, CPNP, PMHS, FAANP

	 *Hooding of DNP Graduates	 Julee Waldrop, DNP, PNP, FAANP, FAAN 
		  Scholarly Project Advisors

	 *Presentation of the Master’s	 Anne L. Derouin, DNP, APRN, CPNP, PMHS, FAANP 
	 and Certificate Graduates	

	 *Pinning of Accelerated 	 Michelle Hartman, DNP, RN, NP, CPNP 
	 BSN Graduates

	 Dean’s Closing Remarks	 Vincent Guilamo-Ramos, PhD, MPH, LCSW, RN, ANPBC,			
		  PMHNP-BC, AAHIVS, FAAN 
		  Dean, School of Nursing 
		  Vice Chancellor for Nursing Affairs, Duke University

		  Alma Mater	 Nightingales Recording	

*Graduates Announced by Valerie M. Howard, EdD, RN, CNE, ANEF, FAAN 

Please Stand



Clinical Instructors 
Clinical Nurse Educators 

Seminar Leaders continued

Mary Johnson, DNP, RN, FNP-BC
Letha Joseph, DNP, APRN, AGPCNP-BC 
Melissa Katella, BSN, RN
Vickey Keathley, MSN, RN
Amy Kern, MSN, RN
Cyra Kussman, MSN, RN
Michele L. Kuszajewski, DNP, RN, CHSE
Liya Lakew, MSN, AGPCNP, RN 
Casi Larish, MSN, RN 
Christina Li, BSN, RN
Rachel Lipsky, DNP, PMHNP 
Adam Long, BSN, RN
Amanda Lynch, BSN, RN
Marquita Lyons, DNP, CPNP 
Ellie Madero, BSN, RN
Julia Martin-Velex, DNP, FNP 
Dawn Mason, MSN, PMHNP-BC, PMHS, CPNP 
Jennifer Mauney, MSN, CPNP-AC 
Jonathan McCauley, BSN, RN 
Virginia McLean, MSN, CPNP 
Elizabeth Cervantes Miranda, MSN, RN 
Monica Monari, BSN, RN 
Sarah Moon, MSN, RN
Regina Moore, DNP, CPNP 
Maria Morrill, MHA, BSN, RN 
Catherine Nelson, MSN, RN
Renee Olsen, BSN, RN, PCCN 
Samantha Orr, BSN, RN
Holly Parker, MSN, CPNP 
Sarah Parker, MSN, AGPCNP, RN 
Emily Pickens, BSN, RN 
Marjorie Pierre-Louis, MSN, RN, FNP-C, APRN
Taylor Pennigar, BSN, RN 
Rebecca Porter, MSN, RN, NP-C 
Jenny Pyle, MSN, RN 

Hayley Rapp, DNP, APRN, WHNP-BC 
Patti Reindle, BSN, RN
Ann Riddle, MEd, RN 
Emily Ryan, DNP, RN 
Christina Salpietro, BSN, RN 
Malissa Sampson, MSN, RN
Sara Schaefer, MSN-PNP, RN 
Kristen Schultz, MSN, RN
Jacqueline Scott, BSN, RN     
Emily Slaughterbeck, BSN, RN 
Heather H. Smith, MSN, RN, WHNP
Lindsay Smith, MSN, RN 
Kristin D. Smith, MSN, RN, ANP-BC, PMHNP-BC 
Erin Stanley, BSN, RN  
Penny Stout, DNP, FNP-BC, ANCP-BC, CCRN 
Alison Strickland, BSN, RN 
Brittany Tabin, BSN, RN 
Sarah Tallent, DNP, CPNP-AC 
LaDonna Thomas, DNP, AANP-C, HA-C 
Emily Thomesen, BSN, RN 
Shelley L. Thompson, MSN, RN, FNP
Elizabeth Tomlinson, DNP, RN 
Lauren L. Totoris, BSN, RN
Monika Trogdon, MSN, RN, FNP
Chelsea True, BSN, RN 
Henry VanPala, MSN, AGNP 
Mandy Vaughn, BSN, RN 
Jennie Wagner, BSN, MSM, Ed.D, IBCLC
Lisa Watson, MSN, APRN, CPNP
Aisha Williams, BSN, RN 
Laura White, BSN, RN
Zachary Wiercinski, BSN, RN 
Jennifer Wiggins, BSN, RN
Sherri Woody, MSN, RN
Christine Zdeb, MSN, AGNP-BC



Anthony Adams, BSN, RN 

Brittany Alexander, DNP,  FNP-C, AAHIV-S  
Nicholas Alexander, MSPharm, MSN,FNP 
Patricia Alonso, BSN, RN
Karen Amoah, BSN, RN 
Amanda Ankeny, MSN, PNP 
Mary Elizabeth Armstrong, BSN, RN
Alicia (Lee) Arvidson, MA (N), RN
Kelly Ballman, BSN, RN 
Lacrecia Bell, MSN, RN
Tara Benedetti, BSN, RN 
Jaime Biggs, MSN, RN 
Stephanie Blake, DNP, NNP, NCNS
Patricia Black, BSN, RN
Robert Blessing, DNP, ACNP
Christopher Boelter, MSN, AGACNP-BC 
Erica Bolar, DNP, APRN, FNP-C, CHEP, CHPN 
David Bowersox, MBA 
Holly Boyd, BSN, RN 
Paige Brei, MSN, RN 
Kassondra Brino, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC 
Marlena Brokob, MSN, RN 
Bre Buckner, MSN, RN
Melanie Bunn, BSN RN
Renee Bush, BSN, RN
G61FNP-C,516 >>BDC 
BT
10 0 0 10 72 430.26ampBFNP-C, CHEP, CHPN 

Christoph3rsox, MBA 





Mary L. Affronti, DNP, MHSc, RN, ANP, FAAN

Tara Albrecht, PhD, ACNP-BC, ACHPN, RN

Donald E. Bailey, Jr., PhD, RN, FAAN 

Donna J. Biederman, DrPH, MN, RN, CPH, FAAN

Nikki Petsas Blodgett, PhD, RN, CHSE 

Thomas Blodgett, PhD, RN, AGACNP-BC 

Jane E. Blood-Siegfried, PhD, RN, CPNP, FAAN

Margaret (Midge) T. Bowers, DNP, FNP-BC,  
CHSE, AACC, FAANP, FAAN 

Debra Brandon, PhD, RN, CNS, FAAN

Jill Brennan-Cook, DNP, RN-BC, CNE 

Marion E. Broome, PhD, RN, FAAN

Margaret Bush, PhD, MBA, RPh

Allen Cadavero, PhD, RN, CCRN, WOCN

Brigit Carter, PhD, RN, MSN, CCRN, FAAN

Michael P. Cary Jr., PhD, RN

Kristi L. Coe, PhD, RN, NNP, PNP, CNS

Sean P. Convoy, DNP, PMHNP-BC

Nancy Crego, PhD, RN, CCRN, CHSE

Jennie C. De Gagne, PhD, DNP, RN, NPD-BC, CNE, 
ANEF, FAAN

Anne L. Derouin, DNP, CPNP, PMHS, FAANP

Sharron L. Docherty, PhD, NPD-BC, FAAN

Anthony T. Dren, PhD, RPh

Alison H. Edie, DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, FAANP

Pamela B. Edwards, EdD, MSN, RN-BC, CNE

Christian R. Falyar, DNAP, CRNA

Irene C. Felsman, DNP, MPH, RN, C-GH

Emily M. Funk, DNP, CRNA 

Kais Gadhoumi, PhD 

Stephanie Gedzyk-Nieman, DNP, MSN, RNC-MNN 

Rosa M. Gonzalez-Guarda, PhD, MPH, RN,  
CPH, FAAN 

Bradi Granger, PhD, RN, MSN, FAAN

Vincent Guilamo-Ramos, PhD, MPH, LCSW, RN, 
ANP-BC, PMHNP-BC, AAHIVS, FAAN 

Ann Michelle Hartman, DNP, RN, CPNP

Cristina Hendrix, DNS, GNP-BC, FNP, FAAN

Valerie M. Howard, EdD, MSN, RN, CNE,  
ANEF, FAAN

Mitchell T. Heflin, MD, MHS

Xiao Hu, PhD 

4umi, PhD 



Doctor of Nursing Practice

PROJECT ADVISOR: Kathryn J. Trotter, DNP, CNM, FNP-C, CHSE, FAANP, FAAN
CHERYL CHEEK CARROLL

DNP SCHOLARLY PROJECT TITLE: Improving Perinatal Sexual Health Assessment: 
PLISSIT Model Implementation

PROJECT ADVISOR: Barbara S. Turner, PhD, RN, FAAN
RACHEL ANNA COUGHLIN

DNP SCHOLARLY PROJECT TITLE: Prevention of Central Line Associated 
Blood Stream Infections in Parenteral Nutrition Home Infusion Therapy Patients:  

Implementation of Passive Disinfection Caps - Quality Improvement Initiative

PROJECT ADVISOR: Michael E. Zychowicz, DNP, ANP, ONP, FAAN, FAANP
VIVIAN IJEOMA NWAHIRI*

DNP SCHOLARLY PROJECT TITLE: A Quality Improvement (QI) Project in an 
Outpatient Orthopedic Clinic to Examine Telemedicine Use for Knee/Hip Arthroplasty 

Postoperative Follow-Up Visits

*September 2021 Graduate

Rosalia May Preiss

Rebecca Ann Qiu

Olivia Noelle Raulf

Pamela Rayan 

Allison Marie Renke

Roselyn Roark

Brittany Renee Roberts

Melissa Lauren Rutkin 

Linzy Silberg

Stefanie Alice Ledford Sittmann

Fowler Richards Smith

Rebekah Smith

Melanie Bowen Smitherman

Alyson Ryan Thibault

Ana Grace Thieme

Karrington Janae’ Tipler

Anna Toebbe

Maya Marie Tureaud

Katherine Helen Vanderveen

Jeri Walkow

Min Wang

Miyi Wang

Jamie Ann Wells

Chen Chu Xie

Sigma Theta Tau International 
Beta Epsilon Chapter continued



Sigma Theta Tau International 



Post Graduate Certi�cate  
Professional Certi�cate

Jessica Leigh Ballouli
Lauren Rae Brown
Leanne M Buschmeier 
Tonya Evette Carter
Kimberly Ciaccia
Ashley Ryann Cooksey
Al Jerome Cruz
Caitlin Jean Curtis
Alexander De La Cruz
Lauren Margaret Decker
Julia A. Lindower Faison
Lily Margaux George
Anita Habib
Elizabeth Ann Hadi
Tomeeka Renee Hawthorne
Lacy Hook

Yvonne Jones*
Elizabeth Wambui Kaniaru
Harpreet Kaur
Jacqueline Amanda Kelly
Sarah Yeon Kim
Tracie L. Linney
Brandi Rebecca Mahar
Jennifer Coe Marion
Cody William Matthews
Susanne Eileen McDevitt
Briana Renee Miller
Lisa Marie Miller
Patricia Anna Miller
Athar Mujtaba
Melanie Lynn Paul-Hackett
Jennifer Leigh Pryde

Erika Barbosa Richard
Megan Rebecca Rogers
Melissa Lauren Rutkin
Amanjeet Sahota
Laura Slippy
Oluwakemi Olufunmilayo Smith
Jude Sudario
Catherine Beeson Sullivan
Danielle Lynn Tabachnick
Mimi Tara Takigawa
Patience Tieri
Min Wang
Jamie Ann Wells
Amy Poole Wilkes
Christine Elizabeth Zdeb

*September 2021 Graduate

Bachelor of Science in Nursing

SA’Adil Intisar Ali-Jenkins

Michelle L. Anderson

Alexandra Artica

Gianna Beckmann

Diana Hope Bennett

Jaylaan Nicole Bennett

Kristina Marie Bookman

Tiffany M. Caldwell

Paige Meredith Chandler

Kara Breanna Claiborne

Rosalee Alice Daughtry

Kitzia Evadney Diaz

Claire Doyle

Aaliyah Eiland

Paige Ellens

Teyonn Michelle Ennis

Helen Christine Fabian

Jennifer Lauren Finch

Irene Fishman

Elise Mae Fitzgerald

Bianca Marta Gaja

Frank Garcia



Endocrinology Specialty

Lily Margaux George
Lacy Hook
Elizabeth Wambui Kaniaru
Harpreet Kaur

Julia A. Lindower Faison
Jennifer Coe Marion
Patricia Anna Miller
Athar Mujtaba

Melissa Lauren Rutkin
Catherine Beeson Sullivan
Patience Tieri
Min Wang

Nursing Education Certificate

Tonya Evette Carter
Sarah Yeon Kim

 

Oncology Specialty

Orthopedic Specialty

Pallative Care Specialty

Pediatric Behavioral And Mental Health Specialty

Megan Rebecca Rogers

Kimberly Ciaccia
Danielle Lynn Tabachnick

Susanne Eileen McDevitt

Lauren Margaret Decker
Laura Slippy

Cardiology Specialty
Endocrinology Specialty
HIV Specialty
±Nursing Education
Oncology Specialty
Orthopedic Specialty
Pediatric Mental Health Specialty
Veteran’s Healthcare Specialty



Nursing And Health Care Leadership

Nursing Education

Kristy Johnson Averette
Amy Domby

Robert Alan Fiorillo
Danielle Bogle Gonabe

Kelley Hedrick
Margaret Moore

Kevin Gao
Devra Lisabeth Gathright
Patricia Jill Goetz

Morgan Gail Kuykendall
Cristina Loughery
Karen Glenda Mangaliman

Joyce K. Meadows Márquez
Brittany Renee Roberts
Hillary Michelle Sexton

Nursing Informatics

Sharon Dayana Aguero
Chelsea Marie Gray

Michael Jon Grills
Nunichu Babila Kingsley

Madison Poe

Nurse Practitioner – Acute Care

Lindsi Gabrielle Ahearn
Michelle Lauren Bystry
Caitlin Jean Curtis
Erin LePage Grif�n

Jenna Christine Gross
Elizabeth Ann Hadi
Rebecca Catherine Kudlaty
Katelyn Marie McGaughey

Lisa Marie Miller
Ashanti Chale Sell
Katherine Helen Vanderveen
Lindsay Lyons Whitley

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner – Primary Care

Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner

Women’s Health Nurse Practitioner

Suzanne Alonso
Jessica Marie Ballesteros-Holmes
Brittany Tomassetti Bradshaw
Leanne M. Buschmeier
Katherine Leigh Davis
Emma Dollhopf
Elizabeth Faith Emerson
Sarah Catherine Fisher

Sydney Nichole Gailor
Michelle Rene Glasscock
Tehniyah Nasim Gomez�•
Alishia Marie Green
Anita Habib
Savannah Maria Henderson
Brandi Rebecca Mahar
Rachel Christine McKee

Julia Louise Munfakh
Jane L Nathan
Kelly O’Shaughnessy Read
Sherill Anne Reyes-Craig
Amanda Rose Schnell
Linzy Silberg
Brantley Austin Tart
Ana Grace Thieme

Al Jerome Cruz

Jessica Leigh Ballouli
Elizabeth Anna Brenner�6
Elizabeth Jean Burruel
Jennifer Hiteshew Carroll�”
Amanda Stephanie Cassidy

Marissa Huettman
Ashlyn Carol Lehr
Laura Koff Livingston
Felicity Nicole Mayberry
Daria McCracken

Elizabeth Norris
Madeline Ann Ozolins
Stefanie Alice Ledford Sittmann
Katherine Elizabeth Jeanne Teeter
Jamie Tanner Vlasic

Cardiology Specialty

Ashley Ryann Cooksey
Alexander De La Cruz
Tracie L. Linney
Cody William Matthews

Melanie Lynn Paul-Hackett
Jennifer Leigh Pryde
Erika Barbosa Richard
Oluwakemi Olufunmilayo Smith

Jude Sudario
Mimi Tara Takigawa
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