
Duke University School of Nursing  
Policy:  Caring for Patients with Covid-19 or Patients Under Investigation (PUIs) 
Effective Date: January 14, 2022  
Review/Revision History: none 
Approval Authority: Dean of the School of Nursing  
Responsible for Review: Vice Dean for Academic Affairs 

The Duke University School of Nursing (DUSON) COVID-19 policy was created in alignment with the 
Duke University School of Medicine and Duke University Health System policies. This policy is subject to 
change immediately if conditions necessitate. This policy adheres to the DUSON Guiding Principles in 
place since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic: 1) Safety First, 2) Protecting the health of our community 
and our ability to care for patients, 3) Advancing vital research and teaching missions, 4) Alignment with 
local and state ordinances and consistent with guidance form our local and national health authorities, 5) 
Responsive and adaptive to an evolving environment. 

Guiding principles of the DUSON Caring for Patients with COVID-19 or PUIs policy: 
1. The COVID-19 virus will remain in our healthcare system for the foreseeable future, and nurses

need preparation to care for patients with COVID-19 effectively and safely.

T o  par tic ipa te in t he car e of CO VID - p os iti ve pat ie nts or PUI ( i.e., an y p ati ent wit h sus pec ted CO VID who 
has be en p lac e d o n spec i al air bor ne is ola tio n) , stud ent s m us t:  

1. Be fully vaccinated (i.e., 2 doses of Pfizer/Moderna or 1 dose J&J) with appropriate booster
dosing. A student with an approved exemption for vaccination may not participate in the care of
COVID-positive patients or PUIs.

2. Be formally fit tested for an N-95 mask or wear a Powered Air Purified Respirator (PAPR).
3. Wear the appropriate PPE for the clinical site which should include an N-95 mask for which they

have been fitted (or PAPR), gown, gloves, face shield, and shoe covers at a minimum.
4. Review and demonstrate competency in the appropriate safe donning and doffing of PPE prior to

in
COVID/PUI care.

7. Possess an RN license or be enrolled in the ABSN-Fourth semester.

Students should discuss specific health concerns related to providing care for COVID+ patients or PUI’s 
with the appropriate program assistant dean or director. 

This policy will be revised and updated pending developments with the ongoing COVID pandemic and 
overall university guidance. 


